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Backwoods Marches on York! 
By John Edmonds,  Photos by John Edmonds 

  

 

Backwoods Players joined Old Town Toronto Alliance and Brick Road Creations in performing for the first time the 

ñ1812 Great Canadian Victory Partyò at St. Lawrence Hall in Toronto. Located by the very popular St. Lawrence 

Market this magnificent building, built in 1851, was the perfect venue to debut this show. With its Great Hall soaring 

60 feet in the air and a capacity of 400 people, two sold out shows enjoyed the ambience of this gas chandelier lit 

room. What a location! But what an outstanding job by Backwoods members!  (continued on page 4) 
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with layout assistance by Greg Oakes.  

 

  

Re-Visiting Distant Shores:  

The Extraordinary War Brides 
Backwoods Playersô entry in the 

Durham Theatre Festival - Coming in May!  
More information on page 3. 

1812 Great Canadian Victory Party cast picture in the St. Lawrence Hall  

where we understand William Lyon MacKenzie once spoke.  
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Board of Directors  

Executive Producer Mandy Smiles 
President Julie Oakes 
Past-President John Edmonds  
Vice-President Katie OôHara  
Treasurer Angela Steyn  
Secretary Samantha Williams  
Membership  Patty Davis 
Publicity Wayne Ellis 
Fundraising Bea Jenkins 
Members at Large Janina Bogusz, Mark Kalzer,   
 Patty Seaton, Mike Khashmanian, 
 Christine Withrow 
  

 

President 's Mono -Log   
 

Can it really be that long since the last Voice?  Indeed it 

can, and this editor cannot even claim she was lost in the 

backwoods: just put it down to the fact that this theatre 

company has had a busy and very productive year. Like 

John Edmonds and his bevy of hats in A Spirit Walk, many 

of us tend to wear a lot of berets in Backwoods. Why? 

Because we love it! Well, yes we do enjoy the variety of 

multiple roles, and certainly the stress of keeping all those 

chapeaux straight does keep us young and (relatively) 
mentally fit. 
 

Even with these advantages, however, we do try to bring in 

new blood and mentor people in new roles to expand our 

small circle of production crew. We are lucky that new 

actors tend to find us through newspaper ads and word of 

mouth and occasionally a new crew person comes that way. 

Backwoods is known for its warm welcome and new people 

arenôt new for long-they are soon absorbed into  

ñthe familyò. 
 

The reality is that most who join want to be on stage, and 

although we know there are Backwoods members who 

alternate between on and off stage roles, it is always a 

challenge for producers to recruit their crews.  
 

Particularly difficult to obtain are those rare and organized 

creatures known as stage managers: we even had a 

workshop to train people on stage management, yet few hear 

the siren call of that backstage role. There are several people 

who direct on a regular basis, but the Board welcomes 

newbies to try their skills first on our smaller productions 

(like St George and the Dragon in May and the Duffins 

Creek Sunday School Pageant in December, hint hint). 

There is usually a scramble to find make-up artists, and 

given that we do lots of period productions, it would be nice 

to attract more people interested in this area. Hair is also 

tricky since most hair professionals are working during 

show weekends.  If anyone has any ideas on how to attract 

more production people, please contact me or any member 

of the Board. 
 

One area in which Backwoods is truly blessed is in the 

number and quality of our in- house writers. Our support of 

the Pickering Museum Village includes writing historically 

accurate plays to enhance the museumôs programming and 

entice the public to view history as more than a motley 

collection of facts. A side benefit of all this original work is 

that our budgets donôt have to cope with staggering royalty 

fees, and in the future, we hope to be receiving royalties! 
 

The Board joins me in wishing you all a joyous and peaceful 

holiday and weôll see you in the New Year! 
 

  Julie Oakes 

 

Mark Your Calendar!  
December 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 2009 

Robin Hood and the Singing Nun 

Directed by Dianne Fordham and Julie Oakes 

$15, call 905.683.8401 
 

January 19, 21, 2010 

Auditions for Distant Shores: 

The Extraordinary War Brides 
6:30 pm-9 pm, Tower room, Pickering Civic Complex 

Director Barbara Pleva 

Please pre-book audition with  

Producer John Edmonds 905.723.0927 
 

January 23, 2010 

Queen Charlotteôs Birthday Ball 

Regency workshops, dinner & ball 

At Fort York, call 416.392.6907 
 

January 30, 2010 

Petticoat Bee 

Make your own accurate 19
th
 century ñunmentionablesò 

9am-4pm, PMV, pre-register with Mandy at 905.683.8401 
 

February 27, 2010, 1 pm 

Voice & Character Development Workshop 

with facilitator Nathalie Toriel at Brougham Hall,  

$10 pre-register by calling or emailing Julie Oakes 

at 905.728.6953 or gcoakes1@idirect.com 

More information on page 3. 
 

March 17, 2010  

Settler Trail  at PMV 

Needed! A few good actors to portray Pickeringôs early 

settlers.  Call 905.683.8401 
 

March 24, 2010 

Backwoods Annual General Meeting 

PMV, Redman House, 7:30 pm - All welcome! 
 

March/April 

Auditions for St George & the Dragon,  

Whodunit?: Death Hides and A Spirit Walk 

Watch your email for details! 
 

z { 
 

For information call Mandy Smiles at the PMV,  
905.683.8401, or msmiles@cityofpickering.com 
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Just Axe Us!  
by Julie Oakes  
Timeôs a fleeting and it wonôt be long until we 

celebrate the New Year, so uncork those little 

grey cells and see if you can figure out the 

answers to these questions: (answers on page 8). 
 

1. In the Jewish New Year tradition, what is 

eaten to symbolize a sweet New Year? 

a) apples and honey  b) chocolate gelt     

c) fruit cake    d) honey cake 
 

2. In the USA the New Year is marked by the 

lowering of a gigantic crystal ball. Where 

does this take place? 
 

3. In Italy what to people do on New Yearôs 

Day to bring good luck?         

a) go to mass    b) wear red underwear     

c) eat black-eyed peas    d) all of the above 
 

4. Under what calendar is New Yearôs Day 

observed on January 1?  
a) Christian b)Roman c) Julian d) Gregorian 
 

5. What does Auld Lang Syne mean?  

(bonus marks if you know who penned the 

words to that song!) 
 

6. To ring in the New Year in Spain, it is 

tradition to do what on each chime of the 

clock?  

a) take a sip of wine  b) light a candle 

c) eat a grape d) clap your hands 

 

Distant Shores Enters Festival  
Barbara Pleva is going full steam ahead on her preparations to direct the Backwoods Playersôentry into the 

Durham Theatre Festival, Distant Shores: The Extraordinary War Brides.  One of her favourite directorial 

experiences, Pleva looks forward to re-casting the play and once again becoming immersed in the war years 

with their tragedies and triumphs. Distant Shores, an original play by four Backwoods members (Pleva herself, 

Angela Steyn, Samantha Williams and Julie Oakes), is an interweaving of the true stories told to the writers of 

two dozen Pickering war brides. ñIt seems the perfect entry for Backwoods into the Festivalò said Pleva, ñsince 

it combines two of the things we do best-original writing and historical drama.ò 
 

The Durham Theatre Festival is the brainchild of Backwoods Board member Mike Khashmanian, who 

launched the festival, set for May 5-16, 2010 across Durham Region, at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery. So far, 

Backwoods Players is the first community theatre group to join in, and Mike has firm commitments from the 

Foster Memorial in Uxbridge, Herongate Barn in Pickering and Class Act in Whitby. Other theatre groups are 

interested and Oshawa Mayor John Grey is solidly behind the venture. Mike also hopes that writers will get 

involved and seize the chance to get their work performed. 
 

Auditions for Distant Shores take place January 19 and 21 at the Tower room, Pickering Civic Complex.  

Call John Edmonds at 905.723.0927 to book an audition.  

  

Workshop on the Way!  
 

Backwoods Players is pleased to offer its members an 

informative and fun workshop on voice and character 

development. Workshop leader Nathalie Toriel will 

help you to unleash your absolute best in the voice 

department and will cover such things as projection, 

range, breathing, posture and all the tricks of the trade 

that will help you avoid crazed directors shouting 

ñVolume! More volume!ò in your direction. She will 

also help you to find ways to better develop your 

character. The workshop will be held Saturday 

February 27, 2010 at Brougham Hall at 1 pm. 

Workshop participants are asked to bring a blanket or 

yoga mat and wear clothes in which you can easily 

move. Registration is limited to thirty people and the 

workshop costs $10. Call Julie at 905.728.6953 to 

register or email at gcoakes1@idirect.com.  
 

 
 

Break a Leg,  
Panto People  

 

At press time, the panto launched into the first weekend of 

show dates, and tickets are nearly sold out!   

Costumes look gorgeous, the actors are hilarious,  the horse 

is finally sewn together, the sets are ready to go, and the 

crew is primed for action.  All that remains is to wish 

everyone involved all the best; see the next issue of the 
Voice  for story and photos. 
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Backwoods Marches on Yorké.  (contôd from page 1)  
 

Asked to join this partnership by co-writer and Director 

Ryan Symington, who performed in A Spirit Walk for 

two years a decade ago, Backwoods Players added 

three energetic and emotional scenes to a first part 

which was a dinner party following the victory over the 

United States in the war of 1812. The scenes chosen 

from A Spirit Walk were the Chapel Town Meeting, the 

Rebellion and the Aftermath. These scenes clearly 

demonstrated that the ideals fought for in 1812 were 

soon forgotten, and the unfair and unjust practices of 

the Family Compact would result in rebellion. And the 

Backwoods cast brought home that message to the 

audience with loudness, anger, sorrow, action and 

excellent acting!  

 
The Town Meeting engaged the audience by interacting 

with them. Once they had their attention, the strong 

Rob Smith as Barclay verbally battled the frustrated 

Mark Kalzer playing John Major. Angry comments 

from Janina Bogusz, Robin Hepburn, Glen McCrum, Mark Taylor and Jo-Anne Adams had the audience sitting 

up enthralled.  Add in the despicable Mr. Sleigh of Wayne Ellis almost coming to blows with fighting Juergen 

Kalzer and the continuous audience baiting of Rose Cowan and Susan Kalzer and the audience was hooked.    

 

With the audience craving more, they were hit with the Rebellion scene. Lead by Mark Slatteryôs stirring Peter 

Matthews and the take-no-prisoners anger of Brandon Gelbard plus the cheering and jeering Daniel Gelbard 

and Mike Khashmanian, reluctant Henry, wonderfully portrayed by Darryl Peters, had no choice but to join in. 

The audience was so into the scene that spontaneous applause reverberated in the hall. Any belief in the niceties 

of the first part of the show were all but dispelled and an enraptured audience learned the fate of Peter 

Matthews from Tony Steyn looming above them in the balcony to deliver the sentence as the Chief Justice.  

 

From comments after the show, the 

cast did Backwoods proud. They 

showed a new audience what talent, 

practice, emotion and belief can bring 

to acting. They brought history alive.  

 

Of course, none of those great 

performances stand alone.  

The support and preparedness of  

Pam Edmonds doing props and the 

attention to detail of costumers Helena 

Turner and Julie Oakes brought 

accuracy, class and completeness to the show.  

(They did costumes and props for the whole production, not just the Backwoods scenes).  

 

With other help provided by Bea Jenkins with costumes, Darryl Withrow and Greg Oakes transporting items 

and Katrina Pyke editing the script, Backwoods did a scintillating job! Everyone truly enjoyed the experience 

of Backwoods playing Toronto. 

Rob Smith, Robin Hepburn, Glen McCrum 

Tony Steyn in the balcony of the magnificent room 
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é.and conquers Pickering Township! 
 

It was ñpurfect!ò Sold out for every show! Superb acting for every show! Each scene the best theyôve ever been 

for every show! Almost every costume historically accurate for every show! No flubbed lines for every show! 

No missing or late actors for every show! All props working for every show! Every audience member 

enthralled for every show! Fantastic weather for every show! Well not quite. 

 

There was the small, wee, tiny, minuscule problem of Brandon 

popping five buttons on his pants and Robin using a flashlight 

to find something in the Chapel. Rain made its presence felt the 

last night. The boys in the barn became the boys in Oddfellows 

or boys in Collins House or boys on the road and finally boys 

in the Hotel changed to a Tavern. There was the infamous 

group four being unruly all night and Robert missing a group 

in the Arrest scene and a miscommunication between a Hannah 

and the Director. And, of course, who can forget the awful 

accident of Benôs fall resulting in a broken elbow. No things 

didnôt go perfectly in the 14
th
 annual Spirit Walk, but it was 

certainly close to being the most perfect thirty three shows that 

weôve ever done. 

 

Helena Turner and Julie Oakes had everyone costumed a week 

ahead of time. Ange Steyn and Pam Edmonds collected and 

organized all props with set up and take down being the 

smoothest ever.  Sheri Carroll and Jeannique Cote didnôt lose a 

kid doing their child supervision duties and Tony Steyn and 

Darryl Peters were rewarded for their hours of making and 

placing luminaries with many comments about the magic of the lighting. Lurkers Katrina Pyke, Rob Newey, 

Christine Withrow and Trish Hague took care of any problems without fuss and even helped groups move 

along. Julie Bergevin made a delightful directing debut along with 

the talented touches of our regular director Catherine Hodge.  

Barb Pleva and Diane Fordham started off each show superbly 

while Aaren Gillis and Darlene Tickner finished each show 

superbly. Throw in lots of wood and fantastic fires by Wayne Ellis 

and scrumptious food provided by Meg Bowen and Rachelle and 

you have the perfect crew making the actors shine.  

 

Old pros in the show like Samantha Williams, Alannah Brown  

and Julie Mewhinney blended perfectly with Isaac Perron,  

Alyssa Carbonaro and Scott Milton to make a lovely log house 

scene. Individual stellar performances by Dennis Martin as  

Capt. Law, Wayne Ellis as the Chief justice, the talented Mark 

Fordham as Joseph Gould and Catherine Hodge as the indomitable 

Mrs. Munger complemented the energetic group scenes of  

Ben Korczynski, Julie Adams, Gillian Hague, Rowena Evans and 

Brooke Carroll in the Settler scene or Mark Slattery, Darryl Peters, 

Jonathon Niavis, Brandon Gelbard and Jeff Martin in the rousing 

Rebellion Scene. 

 
 

John Edmonds as Joseph Gould 

Susan Kalzer as Mrs. Thompson 


