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INTHE WILDERNESS

The Backwoods Players of Pickering Museum Village Newsletter Winter 2008 Edition

By John Edmonds

I'll never “beware the Ides of March”

again after Backwoods Players put

on a fantastic performance of an

: abridged version of A Spirit Walk at
S “ the Metro Toronto Convention

s a Bow Centre on March 15. What energy!

PR =

Brotherstak

Jordan Angrove holds Mark Kalzer and Angie Hodder spellbounc  What professionalism! What
with his exciting deer story, Chris Chew is not impressed. delivery! What a top-notch effort
See the story and more pictures on pages 4 & 5. from all!

Planting the Seed

Backwoods was asked a scant five weeks earlier if they would represent the City of Pickering at
the annual Canada Blooms Garden Show. Just being asked was such an honour that we quickly
jumped at the opportunity- then reality set in. How many cast can we get? How many scenes can
we re-create for a forty-five minute show? How do we do this show on a stage? (the stage was 56’
by 12' - more of a bowling alley) What about costumes? Sound? Lights? How do we get everyone
there? This is where teamwork, accommodations, creativity, help from the City of Pickering and
hard work came together. Thirty-four cast and crew came forward so five scenes could be done.
A new sixth scene was written expertly by Katrina Pyke. New transitions between scenes for
“Hannah” were creatively written by Barb Pleva and Ange Steyn. (Continued on page 8)

Directed by Sandy Lloyd

oA aeles May 24 & 25, 2008
PICKERING Y
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March 26, 2008
Backwoods Players
Annual General Meeting W o\
7pm, Redman House, Pickering -

Museum Village Reports will be presented and elections
held. All members welcome.

April 2008
Auditions for A Spirit Walk and

Whodunit?: The Case of the Novel Murder
Watch your email or City of Pickering website for details.

May 24/25, 2008

The Knight's Quest

By Julie Oakes and Angela Steyn
Directed by Sandra Lloyd

This merry medieval tale asks and answers the
age-old question: what do women want?

This will be performed May 24 at Artfest, Esplanade Park
and three times during Steam-Up, May 25, at Pickering
Museum Village. Free with admission to event.

May 24, 2008

Whitevale Spring Festival

This event celebrates the village of Whitevale and its rich
history. Backwoods members will be presenting a heritag
fashion show. For more details, email Julie at
gcoakesl@idirect.com

July 12,13,19,20

Whodunit?: The Case of the Novel Murder
by John Edmonds, Julie Oakes,

Katrina Pyke, Christine Withrow

Director TBA

This year's murder mystery dinner, a fundraiser for the
Pickering Museum Village Foundation, takes place at a
mystery writers’ convention in the Muskokas circa 1934.
The rivalry over the coveted Golden Quill Award has alwa

been friendly but when events take a deadly turn, it's up fo

the mystery authors and, of course, the audience to solve
crime. Tickets on sale June 13, 2008, or call 905.683.84(

For information call Mandy Smiles at the PMV,
905.683.8401, or msmiles@ocity.pickering.on.ca

As | sit here in my lonely loft with light provided by some
minuscule bits of wax scraped off the glass of Hannah
lanterns, | know that | near the end. The fire is barely
providing warmth to my toes since there are only a few
embers still to be seen. The snow hinders my escape as it is
now higher than the doorway and the pantry has so few
crumbs that the mice have left in search of some substantial
morsels. The end is decidedly near.

It's the end of creating these pointless mono-logs that serve
no purpose other than an outlet for my perverse humour.
It's the end of chairing monthly Board meetings that would
try the patience of Job. It's the end of having to get on my

-| Sunday-go-to-meetin’ clothes and speak at the Advisory

Committee or the Volunteer Appreciation reception.

It's the end of receiving all of the accolades for Backwoods
productions even though the work was done by others.

It's even the end of getting to spend evenings out at cast
parties or production post mortems. As President of
Backwoods Players, | got the pleasure of all of the above
by virtue of my position. But, it is my position no more.

The light is fading and there are no more red embers in the
fireplace so | must make haste. For three years, all | had to
do was be the President. Didn’t have to act, create or
develop anything to be the President. Didn't have to prepare
treatises, mentor new members, initiate ideas, adhere to
production schedules, build complicated sets or memorize
lines. | just had to be the President

I will remember fondly though, the wonderful support | was
given by everyone. All members wanted things to work and
they made it so. They included me in their thoughts and | am
deeply appreciative. Unselfish stage managers, awe-
inspiring performances, innovative directors all gave me
cherished memories. Others made me feel like | was
important or that some event was my idea by including my
name on cast lists or in programs. There were also those
adept at pretending | directed something even though they
really did it. | loved the banter, camaraderie and the
inclusion. | enjoyed the accolades, caustic comments and
J‘%?]e food. I revelled in the sheer emotional thrill of a
successful production.

It has been an honour to represent Backwoods Players. Not
for the success or failure of a show, but for the people. You
all should be proud of your ideals, efforts and talents. Your
first President was a class act that got Backwoods up and
running with high standards and high quality. Your next
President is a bundle of energy who has been involved in
each and every Backwoods show as Producer, Costumer,
Writer, Cook, Director or sometimes Actor. It is a thrill to be
listed in their company. Thanks to all! Regrettably the fire is
now just ash and my light is flickering out.
WY& puff and it is the end.......puff!
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As your new Board prepares to launch into the challenges and opportunitiesgatiain, .
it is high time to pay tribute to the outgoing Board (many of whom bear an iirtigrasti more-

|
than-passing resemblance to the new Board members!). Each month the Board plaatiiture 1
production schedules, decide how to spend our dollars and generally conduct all oirdeshunfs ;j.!

Backwoods. Not as much fun as emoting onstage or giggling silently backstagjagves| but it does ’;5
have its own rewards. Many thanks and a tip of the trilby to: CatherineeHblondy Smiles, John M
Edmonds, Julie Oakes, Angela Steyn, Mark Kalzer, Samantha WilliamsAdalwes, Jo-Anne Adams, L
Bea Jenkins, Barb Pleva, Karen Aiken & Heather Lukkarinen. | |:'rll

John Edmonds, moving joyfully into the Past President’s role, worked tlyetles8ackwoods’ success
during his three year term. He fielded hundreds of phone calls, answere@soenthils (despite a couple
of major home computer crashes!), presided over many meetings, deattiéahyewith the inevitable

problems that arose and was an enthusiastic and pro-active promotehiofjalBackwoods. And when you
see the President of Backwoods cheerfully waiting tables aedsed theatre, you know that Backwoods |
folk are salt of the earth. Thank you, John - “you’re the top, you're the Coliseume ybe'top, you're the
Louvre Museum” oops, sorry about dropping into song....hey, weren't you the one who wan&ptadtdo
ey Walk - The Music@® Anyway, heartfelt thanks from Backwoods...and - you're not going anywhere! g

Director Sandy Lloyd and Producer Mark Kalzer ar
deep into early production dhe Knight's Questo
be performed at Artfest in Esplanade Park on
Saturday, May 24 and at Pickering Museum Village
Steam-Up on May 25.

Never let it be said that Backwood$, |
folk can’t see the woods for the
trees! Root around your brain;
if you don’t twig, the answers are
) On page 7.

This merry medieval play in rhyming couplets, writt
by Julie Oakes and Angela Steyn, was based on
Chaucer’s Wife of Bath'’s tale and asks the age-old
question: what do women want? Sir Gawain has
misbehaved, and, in consequence, has a year and

. What kind of tree gets struck by
lightning more than any other?

day to find the answer to this most puzzling of
problems. Along the way he encounters several
colourful characters who give their opinions and thg
audience is invited to help Gawain decide which or]
is correct. Will it all end happily or will poor Gawain
lose his handsome head to the sharpened axe of tf
Green Knight? Don’t wait a year and a day to find ¢
come to Steam-Up and/or Artfest and help Gawain
complete his Quest!

Casting is complete and the crew is in place.
Director Sandy Lloyd is familiar to many as one of
assistant directors & Spirit Walkand she has acted
in several Backwoods productions as well as plays
Oshawa Little Theatre and Whitby Courthouse
Theatre.

. Why do we knock on wood?
. The cooling effect of one tree is

equal to that of five room air

conditioners running 20 hours a day. ‘..»‘ 

True or False.

. Berries from which tree are used to

make gin?

. Which tree did the village smithy

work under?

. What is the tree favoured most by

lovers into which to carve their
initials?

. Before barbed wire, which tree was

called the "living fence™?

(Answers on page 7)




Brotherstakes a Bow

The long snowy winter of 2008 was enlivened in February by the return of
Backwoods Players’ annual dessert theatre. The historic Broughamasall w
transformed into Chipmunk Lodge, circa 1919, complete with such stylish
décor elements as Moe the moose hanging on one wall, a truly enormous
salmon opposite and various dangling snowshoes, pelts, trappers’
accoutrements, skates and skis. Theatre-goers were greeted by ragiigie m
including of course The Maple Leaf Rag, and settled down to enjoy the
opening act, which was a mini-vaudeville show.

Samantha Williams began on a serious note with the dramatic and touchingpreoitatiwar time poem by
Sigfried Sassoon, followed by Lucy Brennan who lifted the

mood with her comic rendition &urlington Bertie

Musicians Joan Thomson, Alex Lawrence and Deanna

Brown sweetly performed a medley of tunes on flute and

guitar from Tin Pan Alley, the most popular music of the

time. Catherine Hodge, as Betty from New Jersey,

convulsed the house with her longing to sing opera!

Audience-members enjoyed delectable “lodge” desserts
reflecting the Canadian theme baked by Pam Edmonds and
Julie Oakes; the goodies included such standbys as butter
tarts, biscuits with home-made blueberry jam, chocolate
cranberry gateau and maple cream chocolates, all washed

down with tea and coffee served by beaming Backwoods Vaudevillians - Samantha Williams, Lucy Brennan,
waiters Deanna Brown, Joan Thomson, and Catherine Hodge

After dessert, the audience enjoyed the gentle humour of Merrill DenBostisers inArms.Set at a
dilapidated hunting lodge, ex-Major J. Altrus Browne impatiently awaits theabof some sort of vehicle to
get to the train station, while his wife Dorothea revels in the isolation and grasfdéw wilds”. When two
laconic hunters arrive, the fun begins - and certainly the laughter thatccanpiark Kalzer’s first appearance
in his tall furry hat with ear flaps set the tone for the rest of the play.

It's all about the hats!




Director Julie Adams thoroughly enjoyed working with her cast and crew and
remarked that she was comfortable with this play from the very beginriiegact
that she and the rest of the crew were laughing as much on the final night as at
opening night says a lot about the comedic talents of

her cast. The set, as envisioned by Julie, built by Greg

Oakes and painted by Dianne Fordham was a

marvellous evocation of an old hunting lodge, right

down to the rickety woodstove and the moth-eaten

Hudson’s Bay blanket on the bed. Costume Mistress

Helena Turner provided perfect period clothing, from

the expensive-looking apparel of Dorothea and Altrus

to the backwoods threads of the two hunters. Joe Davis added the soft lighting

appropriate to play. Darryl Peters made his production debut as Stage Manager and

enjoyed learning all the ins and outs of that job.

Julie Adams

Dorothea, as played by Angie Hodder

was romantic, dreamy, and open to new Pam refuses to let the cast
experiences-a complete contrast to her into the kitchen!

pacing, infuriated husband Altrus (Chris Chew). Having just
finished a broadly comic role as the panto Dame, Chris found it
interesting to become in effect the straight man, but he rose manfully
to this challenge despite having dislocated his shoulder two weeks
prior to opening night. Mark Kalzer convulsed audiences with his
portrayal of Syd- comedy is truly his metier! Jordan Angrove, as
Charlie, was very convincing as a backwoodsman, told a compelling
deer story (he “drug it out” all right!) and rounded out this fine cast.

The weather added its challenges to this production, with snowfalls and freeajrimutahat didn’t stop
audiences from trekking out to Brougham. The only complaint heard about the dessteetin general (and it
does indicate a high level of audience enjoyment!) is that the play is over too soameantlis usually a one-
act play, this is something the Board is thinking about. Next year’s production is ond&fecation now and
may well be a longer play.

For now, as we fervently await the coming of spridiggthers in Armgakes its place as a fond memory of
another successful Backwoods production.

Deanna Brown and Joan Thomson harmonize together.
Dianne and Maddie Fordham spend mother/daughter tira painting props.
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Proprietor, Barbara Pleva

As the stalwart souls of Duffins Creek sit huddjed
among mountains of snow and buffeted by bit
winds, we all long for this wretched winter to b |
done. How we all await the gentle breezes anf
welcoming sunshine of spring, so that we ma
once again carry out the revels and entertain
of our little troupe of thespians. We must have
patience and hope that our ordeal will soon be
over. Meanwhile, there is important news to

impart.

Membership in Backwoods Players, accordingjto
our dutiful membership chair Mark Kalzer, no
stands at 118 loyal folks. With our upcoming

season of productions, that number may well Drawing by Margaret Jacobs reprinted from "If wassuld talk”
grow by kind permission of Pickering Museum Village Fdation

According to our ever-watchful treasurer Angeja

Steyn, théinancesof the society continue t0 be \yanted: a few good volunteers to help sort out the shed ondle

quite healthy, due to robust attendance at the | some good dry weather arrives. Date to be arranged to suit jhe
Christmas pantomime and February dessert | schedules of those interested. Contact Julie at

theatre. Certain monies have been spentto | gcoakesl@idirect.coffiyou think you can help.
double the fabric of the black curtains and to
update our theatrical lighting system —
worthwhile expenditures indeed.

Do you have magic fingers? —with hair, that is!! The murder
mystery playWhodunit?:The Case of the Novel Murdikes

On the subject gbublicity , our vivacious chairs|| more information.

Bea Jenkins and Jo-Anne Adams report that ojur

little troupe received aood advertising and me-galendar Girls (and boys!): Fundraising Chair Julie Adams Will
Coveragepfor our Iast%everal producfcilons Thd e arranging the spring photo shoots for the Backwoods

hope to expand Comrr_]unlcatlon of _Bat_:kwoods gain fame and fortune as a pin-up*, email Julie at
Players events to a wider Communlty in the da ) ﬁJ"eadamSzg@sympaﬁco_ca
to come.

Crew is needed for th&hodunit,which will be taking place at
Petticoat Creek Community Centre, not at the Pickering
Adams, comes word that she is seeking ideas Museum Village, due to this summer’s construction at the

' . museum. We need running crew, hair and makeup, sound,
from all rr_l_embers asto fund-ra_|S|r_lg possibly lights, and props. The production dates are July 12] 13,
opportunities. Any and all are invited to 19, 20, 2008. Call Mandy at 905.683.8401 for more informaflon.
communicate with her about how we might dojso . - _
and thus enhance our future entertainments. |l Proiect Runway! Aspl_rlng _fash|on models n_eeded to s_asha

down the runway in historic garb at the Whitevale Spring

Festival on Saturday, May 24. Email Julie Oakes at

| daresay all members of Backwoods Players f'€ oakes1 @idirect.cofto volunteer

most excited at the news the Brougham Centr i

From our creativéund-raising chair, Julie

Hotel is about to undergo restoration to its for éBaCkWOQdS does not guarantee you fame or fortune, just &
wonderful edifice in which to showcase our
collective and considerable talents!
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Go ahead and take a bow! Whether you're belting oua torch song, doing a pas de deux for your springathce recital,
sweating your way through stand-up at Second Cityradirecting your first opera,
we want to shine the spotlight on our members.

Mark Kalzer, Shawn Mears, Robert Bennett, Rick BuntingandDarryl Peters appear in Durham
Shoestring’s production dothing Sacredt the Arts Resource Centre in Oshawa on April 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12.
Tickets available at the information booth at the Oshawa Centre.

Ross Libbey(Edgar, the drunken boilerman,$®crets of the Cellahas just finished performing at Whitby
Courthouse Theatre (WCT) as the Inspector in the thrilling Agatha Chrigtider

mysteryThe Unexpected Guesin his other life, Ross is an accountant & tax wizard

- so don't expect to see him on stage for awhile after this run).

Valerie Holland is currently working oBrigadoonwith the Scarborough Chorale
Society. She has the role of Maggie Anderson, which is a featured dance part and wil
be performing at the Bayview Glen Upper School on Moatford Dr. for two weekends
starting March 29.

Two Backwoods actors recently featuredbince Upon a Rocking Chadt StoneCircle werBatty Seatonand
Fran Stecyk Next up for Fran i¥agina Monologueat OLT March 28 & 29 (all proceeds to Durham women's
shelters) and theBermuda Avenue Trianghkd Herongate Barn Theatre May 16 - June 28. She has also
recorded 7 radio commercials and 1 TV Voice-over for The Bay (so far).

Shari Thorne-Kowalski directed the shoW@ut Of Sight...Out Of Murdeat Markham Little Theatre which ran
from Feb 6-9/08. A very successful run! Shari is also performing in HerongaterDiheatre's production of
The Melville Boysvhich runs from Mar 28th to May 10th, 2008. Check out http://www.herongate.com/ for
more information.

Julie Bergevinjust finished directing a successful runGiadiolus a new musical, for the Vanier College
Productions' One Act Play Festival at York University. This was hertdiraktdebut and she is looking
forward to continuing to do this, as she has found a new talent she did not know she had.

The playLucy Brennan has writtenDaughter of the Housevill be starting on April 18th and running to May
3rd at the Alumnae Theatre in the old Firehall at the south-west corner ofcdhedatad Berkeley Streets in
Toronto.

On March 30th at 2 pm, Deadali3afryl Peters, Chris Wilis) will perform a folk rock set at the Thornton
Arms, located at the corner of Rossland road and Thornton road in Oshawa :)

Jasmine Bowenust closedlrhe Laramie Projecat the Leigha Lee Brown Theatre, after a 2 week run, and has
also recently finished a contract modelling with Parmalat Milk (Besgtrees well as modelling for Malabar.

Carol Doughtey has developed a play called The Fantasy Land Awards for kidsgasalApril 26,2008.
Call 905.668.2301 for tickets. Proceeds to educational building and medical supplies for Hondiwam chi

Answers to Just Axe Us!
1) Oak
2) It comes from a superstition.
People knocked on wood to thank a tree’s spirit for granting them a favour.
3) True
4) Juniper
5) Chestnut
6) Beech
7) Osage orange (there is one of these at PMV!)




(continued from page 1)

A Bloomin’ Spirit Walk Cast

Lines were learned in record time. The City provided flats, costume money, a bus, crew, a truck for props and sets
and other support. Canada Blooms provided advertising and on- site accommodations. The Convention Centre
helped with logistics, sound, technical support and anything else requested. In short everyone pulled together
quickly, stayed on task, improvised, worked hard and the results speak for themselves: wide ranging acclaim!

A Touch of Fertilizer

This notch in the Backwoods stump truly was a team effort. Great slide presentation by Greg Oakes and Joe Davis.
Time-consuming work by Helena Turner and Julie Oakes on costumes. Excellent crewing, prop and set work by
Pam Edmonds, Dianne Fordham, Marion Thomas, Bea Jenkins and Patrick Davis. And performances that were
absolutely the best!

Julie Oakes, Patty Seaton, Patty Davis, Camille Byberg-Smith, Heather Lukkarinen, Julie Adams and Kathy Stinson
wowed the audience in a new scene that they were still learning as they waited backstage. Samantha Williams,
Robert Lauria, Chris Chew, Maddy Fordham, Lauren Gilhooly and the beautiful recorder playing of Julie Mewhinney
entranced the audience. The Rebellion boys of Rick Bunting, Darryl Peters, Randy Finley, Jordan Angrove and Mark
Slattery energized the whole convention floor. The arrest scene with Greg Oakes, Mary Parulski, Shawn Mears,
one-legged Spencer Chaisson, Mark Kalzer and the double duties of Chris Chew, Robert Lauria and Lauren
Gilhooly tugged every heart. Finally Mark Fordham and Robert Bennet in the Aftermath enthralled all. (The writer
forgets to mention that the odious Captain Law, as performed by John Edmonds, convulsed the crowd! Ed.)

In the midst of all of this rush, hair-raising bumps in the road, and seemingly insurmountable logistical situations,
was our Producer and Hannah, Catherine Hodge. She was the point person for a myriad of decisions, planning and
an endless stream of e-mails. She was on the stage the whole show as Hannah with new lines and new improvs.
She, as an employee of the city was front and centre daily at her job ensuring that Pickering would be proud. We all
are very, very proud of Catherine!

Bear Shoots Munger at Canada Blooms!

No production goes on without some glitches. Mark Fordham’s microphone failed, Joe Davis missed a slide on our
visual display and no, “Mrs. Bear did not shoot a Munger”, Patty Seaton. If all Backwoods shows could come off with
so few glitches we’d be thrilled.

Flowering Moment

A crowning achievement came when one of the Convention centre sound men remarked to a Backwoods crew
person that he hadn't realized a professional theatre group would be performing A Spirit Walk: he had thought an
amateur group was coming but having seen the show, he assumed we were paid professionals.

Individuals were proud, Backwoods was proud,
and the City of Pickering was proud of “A BLOOMIN’ SPIRIT WALK®*,




Theatre Improvisation Workshop

They are not sure exactly what will happen at this workshop, but then grisvimsn’t it! The workshop leader is a 25-
year veteran of TheatreSports who uses improv in a variety of appigat8aturday, April 19, 1pm - 6pm at the Old
Caledon Township Hall (map and directions at http://caledontownhgig@om/map.htin

Cost: $25 Snacks provided-call or e mail to reserve a spot.

An Acting Workshop

This is a one day workshop presented by Brian Van Norman. The workshop centeggypon character building and
script interpretation. Participants will delve into characteraresetechniques, explore the physical challenges of
presenting character, work with motivational factors in action, andyfilwadk at script through text and subtext analysis.
Sunday April 27th, 2008 10:00am — 4:00pm 1037 North Service Road East, Oakville Cost: $35 @Hienit of ten
registrants so book early to avoid disappointment. Please contactt&#5i465-2385 or emalil
marshmans@sympatico.tmregister or for more information.

Copyright 101

(excerpted from an article by Maureen Lukie repdnigth kind permission of Cam Lund, ACT-CO)

Backwoods Players ardlCT-CO support the moral and intellectual rightptafywrights protected under the Canadian Copyright
Law — not that there’s a choice, since it is the. lActors often ask questions relating to copyrigiathere are a few answers.

The basic principle:

- no one may, without permission of the authorisrdn her agents, make any changes of any kinkietdetxt of a play (i.e. the
dialogue and the story thereby conveyed). This méaat you may not deliberately change place namkxcales or directional
phrases, or character names or dates or ageg ordbr in which the lines are spoken, or maketidele or insertions, or even
borrow dialogue from another edition or versiorited same script, or delete or insert musical ocdamumbers. The significance of
the change is not at your discretion or ACT-CO’sdithe author’s or agent’s.

- hor may you delete, add or combine characterscao you change the gender of a character, althangctor of the opposite
gender can play a character as long as they assattend perform as the character’s original gender

- you may not alter the intent of the author agresged in the text. (If someone dies, they die rew happy endings!) This can also
extend to prologues or epilogues a director invd@smething of a grey area, but potentially hazasd...)

Not if you don't like the line, not if you think’'# dated, or offensive, or doesn’t match your blogkor if your actor says it would be
‘funnier if ...”, or ‘make more sense if ..." or ‘be gar to learn’, or if you didn’t have the right nbher of men come out to audition,
or the play’s too long.

- when in doubt, ask. When not in doubt, it's ademd to ask.

- what can you change without permission?

1) the placement of intermission, but not the divisibracts and scenes,

2) the staging of the play,

3) designs for sets, lighting, costumes, props, etc.,

4) stage directions and blocking — generally. Butatmgolutely. It's often said that stage directiorestaken from the original stage manager’s
book and pertain only to that production. Howemmatists Play Services’ website notes that mdaysppublished in the last 20 years
usually contain directions given by the author.atrearefully.

5) any section where the author implies strongly atest explicitly that the company is to ad-lib ooyide text that works for their production
(i.e. ‘the guests chatter’ or ‘use a topical loederence’ or ‘this is only a suggestion that tbenpany may use as a guideline’)

6) inclusion of people in costume to change scendsimihe context of the play.

How do you get permission to make changeg$®ermission must be requested in writing (Some eigeraccept e-mail, some don't),
specifying the exact nature of the change, wordnford, with page references. It's helpful to in@ugbur reasons, but tactful not to
say, ‘we’d like to make an improvement’. Get thquest in early, and allow 6-8 weeks for a respoaspecially for more complex
requests. They really can take that long. Permissmst be requested and granted before your pesfuwre; it can’t be given

retroactively.

What constitutes permission?You must have a written expression of permissarybdur change from the writer or his agent (like
Samuel French, for instanc&very writer is entitled to this respect, and aarda@r author can actually shut down your produckip
withdrawing the rights.

Forfurther notes on copyright, check www.theatreontarg which has more information and links to sal/ether informative sites.




Gentle Readers,

The cutter will soon be

retired to the barn, to be &\

stored for another year, until

winter settles its blanket of

downy snow over us once

more. The robins have been /
L A

recently observed, their = e
iy

breasts of red a bright herald
of the coming spring.

Mrs. Blandings wished to
announce that the Daughters
of Temperance have been
requested to speak at a Temperance Rally at our
Township Hall in Bentley Corners, this®af April.
Tea, the drink that cheers but does not inebriate W
of course be served. The choir from down the stre
shall sing temperance melodies to raise the moral
spirits, while stamping out the spirits of alcohol. M
Clarissa Trott, and Mrs. Nestor Tinney will be in
attendance along with Mrs. Horatio Blandings. It is
rumoured that Mrs. Letitia Yeomans of Toronto’s
first chapter of the Women’s Christian Temperanc
Union will also attend. Those who have not alreac
purchased their tickets to this worthy event are urg
most anxiously to do so.

On the topic of Temperance, the Daughters of

Temperance anticipate the refurbishing of the old
Brougham Central Hotel. It is their hope to operate
as a temperance house this very summer.

Mrs. Maynard Tool has at last been seen in public,.

Mr. and Mrs. Tool were spotted by this author
strolling the streets of Duffins Creek, proudly
pushing a perambulator. Sweet new daughter, Iris
fat cheeked, and as docile as a lamb. Proud papa
burst only two waistcoat buttons! Grandmammas
Tool and Slack have each provided a complete
knitted layette for the fortunate child.

The Cronk Ball was pronounced a stunning succe
The grace of the dancers was of the highest calibr
and the refreshments quite adequate. One gallant

young gentleman was heard to remark that he hadn’t
realized Duffins Creek was home to so many pretty
young ladies; no doubt vigilant mammas will keep their
eyes upon that young buck!

Mrs. Edward Miller has announced the forthcoming
marriage of her grand daughter, Miss Arabella Miller.
She will wed tannery owner, Amos Munger, this
coming summer. Mrs. Miller will hold an at-home in
honour of Miss Arabella Miller this Saturday at four
o’clock of the afternoon.

The BSPCA supported the performing arts recently in
the province’s capital. This author offers hearty
applause of their patriotic efforts dramatizing local
reformer efforts in Upper Canada’s governing. It is
rumoured that the venue was artistically decorated with
spring flowers and shrubbery in their honour.
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e{‘his letter was written to the Editor of the
jax-Pickering News Advertiser and appeared

rélof‘\] that paper on December 24:

eTo the Editor
jlRe: Backwoods
) C{oduction

On Saturday,

December 9,

| took my seven

» grandchildren to see

the Jack and the Beanstalk production.

In the words of my six year old grandson

“It was AWESOME". Lots of fun-booing, cheering,
a typical English panto. Well done - it will become a
f:l;lsmily tradition in our family if you have it again.

~

Even my three grown-up kids & myself enjoyed it just
as much (if not more) than the kids.

Thank you for a great afternoon.
Helen Rogers,

sBickering

e




