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Backwoods
Memory Box

By John Edmonds

They were referred to as prisoner
boxes or rebellion boxes or
memory boxes. Tiny wood boxes
for keepsakes that weaglorned
with words or poems of honour for
Matthews and Lount. The T3ear
of A Spirit Walkcertainly honoured
their memories and all of the
reformers and settlers in Pickering
Township and left us with
cherished memories of a
marvellousproduction!

Behind the scenes we will never
forget the dedication oWWayne
Ellis splitting wood, piling kindling
and starting firegsor d Darryl
Peters placing and repairing Victoria, Heather, Grace, and Abliee suitably andie

hundreds of luminarie®r of in A Duffins Creek Sunday School Page#sibry on page 4)

Sandra Gelbard organizing ticket sales and arranging grouppeaily andDiane Fordham kicking off
Front of House. The hours and hours of work and attention to detail of our props masters Pam Edm
Angda Steyn, Tone Steyn and Trish Hague. The lonely lurking and doing odd jobs of Rob Newey,
Evangeline Gelbarddn Katrina Pyke sticks in our minds
and Janet Phillips ensuring safety for all. The excellence of Karen Aiken doing our program will cert
fit in our memory box as will the myriad of details from liglddood to advertising by our executive
producer Mandy Smiles and producer Bea Jenkins. All of their efforts deserve our honours for maki
show one to remembetontinued on page 8)

iy of %%L Spoon River Anthology

By Edgar Lee Masters, Adapted by CharledrAan
By special arrangement with Samuel French (Canada) Ltd.

Directed by Mike Khashmanian
PICKERH\C Theatre and Desserts!

cityofpickering.com 905.683.8401

THE VOICEIN THEWILDERNESS Tickets on sale February 272009- call 905.683.8401

Julie Oakes, Editor 905.728.6953

or coakes1@idirect.com For shows on March 2728,29, and April 4 & 5, 2009

with layout assistance by Greg Oakes.
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Board of Directors

Executive Producer
President
Past-President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Publicity
Fundraising
Members at Large

Mandy Smiles
Julie Oakes
John Edmonds

Kati e OO6Har a

Mark Kalzer
Samantha Williams
Patty Davis

Jo-Anne Adams, Bea Jenkins

Julie Adams
Mike Khashmanian,
Barbara Pleva

Mark Your Calendar!

Januaryl7, 2008

Overview of Underwear

followed by a handen bee to&==

make yourself a corset or other item oF‘I@ntury
underclothing. Must preegister, call 905.683.8401

January 24, 2008
Queen ChartH

buffet supper and even

dayBalle 0 s

ing ball.

Call Fort York at 416.392.6907 ext. 100

February, 2008

Date TBA
Backwoods workshop
Watch your e mail!

March 18, 2008
Settlers Trail
Volunteers needed to s

et

and to do first person interpretation
See page 3 for more details

March 27,28,29,andAp
Spoon River Anthology

By Edgar Lee Masters, Adapted by Charles Aidmza

r4é&5

By special arrangement with

Samuel French (Canad

a) Ltd.

Directed by Mike Khastmanian
Our annual dessert theatre

Tickets on sale February 27, call 905.683.8401

March and April
Auditions forL a d y

Audr ey ods

Whodunit?: The Backroom Backstaland

A Spirit Walk

Watch your email for dates and times!

For information call Mandy Smiles at the PMV,
905.683.8401, or msmiles@city.pickering.on.ca

z {

Bi
Includes dance workshop, lecture, sherry tasting,

Sed

President's Mono -Log

It has been a busy Backwoods year for all of us, what with the
quirky and delightful dessert theaBeothers in Armgrife with
taxidermy), he acclaimed\ Spirit WalkCanada Blooms version,
the very merryT h e K n i gghatingStearn dgdthe
successfulWhodunit?: The Case of Novel De#éthore
taxidermy!)raising funds for the Pickering Museum Village
FoundationA Spirit Walk honouring ou ancestors and wowing
audiences, and the final fillip of fun for the year was amusingly
provided byA DuffinsCreek Christmas Pageaat Christmas in
the Village As we all gradually relax into our various holiday
plans, we can look back and be proudhef high standard
maintained throughout the year.

One of the best aspects of Backwoods has always been its far
atmosphere and that feeling that we all look out for one anothe
At the first reaethrough of any of our plays, it is heavarming to
watchmembers happily catching up with old friends from other
productions and at the same time, try hard to include the
newcomers. Within a few rehearsals, the newcomers are part
the family and in turn, greet their buddies at the next-tbealigh.

Of courseit is interesting to see how many families have joine(
en masse; one thinks, for example of the families Kalzer,
Edmonds, Carroll, Slattery/Lloyd, Adams, Smith/Finley, Gelba
Hague, Crosmas/Mewhinney, Withrow, Naraine, Oakes, Burw:
Pyke, Fordham, Pau | s ki , O6Rei |l | vy, Da
Cowan, Nicolussi/Nagy, and Kowalski just for starters! Speaki
from experience, it is always more fun to have family members
the same productieand caspooling is a given!

People who also belong to other ttieggroups always comment
on the food when they join E
rehearsal without relijuorice? A Spirit Walkand snickerdoodles
have somehow beconsgnonymousWe know that we have
contributed to the addiction of moathodunitcastmembers to

Hint O6 Lime tortillas as we
chips (and dare we mention the asiago and artichoke dip?). Bl
even the food i snibtdoseaboyt |

rushing from work and school to volunteer théime and making
people feel comfortable and valued.

Actors have to learn to trust the director and each other in ordt
produce a truly cohesive play with real emotions. In any play, ¢
actor may miss lines or jump ahead two pages: in every case |
she is fisavedd by anot her 6s
use of, and training in, improv certainly helps with that type of
situation, but the bottom line is that trust in your fellow cast
members is paramount. We feel that a big part of building tha
trust is following the oledime Golden Rule: treat others as you
would like to be treated. Thiswhat Backwoods is all about.

The Board joins me in wishing all of our Backwoods family a
joyous and peacef ul holi day

Julie Oakes
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Settlers TrailNeeds You!

Each year during March break, hordes of eager children a
their parents enjoy the delightswélking theSettlers Traito

learn about the difficult challenges met by our ancestors a
their ingenuity in clearing their lands and establishing farm
Because this event takes place during the day, it is often

difficult to recruit enough adult volueers to play the roles of
the settlers. It is a first person event, which means that the
volunteers act their parts and speak to visitors in charactel

I nformation and Afamily ba
‘ & of time and much of the interaction is imprdiis often
; nil snowy, sometimes muddy, but costumes and warm woolli
Settler Family and cloaks are provided. Backwoods sells soup, bread an
Jenny, Rowena, Gillian, Julie and Ben cider in the Schoolhouse to warm up the visitors (and do a

little fundraising at the same time!). If you can help with eithebtiekstage role of selling soup or the onste
role of becoming a settler on March 18, please call Mandy at 905.683.8401

In Memoriam

Backwoods members
were saddened to lose a
member of the
Backwoods family in
October. Mary Anne
Campbell, who
appeared onstage in A
Wol f 6s Tal e
the Beanstalk and A
Spirit Walk and
backstage as props

Just Axe Us!

by Julie Oakes
With Christmas nearly upon us, many kitchen o)
windows are steaming up and the scents of nutmec .
TR cinnamon and cloves are in the air. Festive food
“4  played a large role in theelebrations of days gone
(o by, so have a nibble on this quighswers are on pagg

1. After his change of heart, which of these did
Mr. Scrooge send to the Cratchits?
a) a goose b) two French hens
c¢) a turkey and sausages d) a turkey

2. Buche de Noel, aaditional favourite for

mistress and crew
member in The OIld Lady Shows Her Medals and
Whodunit?: The Case of the Novel Murder
respectively, died after a valiant fight with bone
cancer. Mary Anne was always willing to pitch in and
help and was happy to serve at dessert theatres or do
front of house or whatever was wanted, embodying
the best of the volunte
Backwoods is known. She was a real trouper, and
although undergoing treatments during both Jack and
A Spirit Walk, never complained and maintained a
cheery, upbeat attitude. She was determined to
perform her part of Greeter in A Spirit Walk on the
night her family was attending, and did so over her
husbandaocsonsy bhe gave a wonderful
performance and then acquiesced to the necessity of
going to the hospital. Mary Anne was an inspiration to
all of us and an example of how to really make the
most of each moment in life.

~m

Francophoness

a) a decorative plant b) a meat pie

c) a rolled cake iced to resemble a Yule log
d) a hot drink

3. Which traditional German cookie originated in
the 14" century?
a) springerle b) lebkuchen c) spritgstolen

4. Which classic French rolled Christmas cookie
originated in Normandy?
a) sables b) tuiles c) biscotti d) palmiers

5. Traditional Jamaican black cake is soaked in
a) brandy b) rum and port c) rum and whiske
d) whiskey and curacao

6. Which tasty bakedém can take the form of
cake, cookies or a threBmensional edifice?

7. The Christmas pudding was always made on
a) the second Sunday in Advent
b) StirUp Sunday c) Christmas Eve
d) St Nicholas Day
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Shannon as Mary/Angelina . )
and the borrowed baby Adults fondly remember their roles as Jonathan as Joseph/Jack

kings clad in stripeddthrobes or wearing bt her 6 s s hi r
pinned to a constantly unravelling turban or draped in white sheets with glittering tinsel bafnesecall the
itchiness of shepherd costumes (burlap was a favoured fabric!) and the fun of duelling other shepherds
Crooks.

THE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

Pageant
Adds
Pizzazz!

Few presetations can more deeply
evoke the nostalgia for days gone by th
the spectacle of children dressed as
angels, shepherds, sheep, Wise Men,
innkeeper, Herod, Mary and Joseph.

Audiences emerged from Duffins Creek Sunday School Pagdanghing and talking excitedly about it;

Aimee as Mrs. Gulch

some were observed wiping a little moisture away from
around their eyes (although that may have been due to the
nippy temperatures!). The sestripted semiimprov nature
of the script meant that each show was unique and had its
own special and very funny moments.

Experienced director Samantha Williams needed only three
rehearsals to put together a great show; she was aided in her
efforts by the crackeam of producer Barbara Pleva,

executive producer Mandy Smiles, stage managé&mnie

Adams and costumer Julie Oakes. Additional help was
warmly received from Courtney MacCallum as assistant

stage manager and Debbie Meulensteen as dresser. Cast and

crew apreciated the pizza lunch provided before the shows and hot chocolate fc Marieka as the keener of

warmups.

Mark as Rev. Gulch

the two sheep

What Child is This?

One of the most fun aspects of this show was the large number of newcomers t
Backwoods and they meshed really well with returning Backwoods $cost Milton
perfectly portrayed the hapless young schoolmaster, who cannot seem to organ
things. His admirer was played by Shannon Toms, who was radiant as Mary, an
Jonathan Niavis displayed great comic timing as the jealous Joseph.

Angels We have Hard on High

Angels Heather Varty, Abbie McLean, Grace Rajballie and Victoria MacNeill
Depriest were appropriately ether#iat is until their unseemly brawl over possess
of the star was firmly quenched by the forthright Mrs. Gulch (Aimee Desjardihs),
also kept her downtrodden husband, the Reverend Donald Gulch (Mark Slattery
from uttering more than a sentence at a time!




