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By Angela Steyn

The Oddfellow’s Hall at Pickering Museum
Village was filled with the sounds of dragon
roars, wolf growls and yelping dogs during
Steam-Up on May 25th. The brash and very
young Sir Gawain has been sent on a quest to
discover the answer to the seemingly impossible
guestion - “What do women want"? He must
return to the court in a year and a day with the
puzzle solved, or face beheading. So, he
gallops around the hall on his journey,
convulsing all and sundry.

Poor Sir Gawain hasn't a clue but has no
difficulty dispatching with panache the various
terrifying beasts he meets along the way. The
grateful people he saves do their very best to
help him fulfill his quest but their ideas only
serve to confuse him. The audiences, who

completely filled the hall at the three
\ B performances, including children, did their best
e to help too, with many a hilarious suggestion.
Shawn Mears (Gregory) defends Madeleine Fordhamib&)
in Whodunit?: The Case of the Novel Degte page 8 for story) (Continued on page 4)

Join the Rebels As They March on Toronto!

A Spirit Walk

Directed by John Edmonds
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President Julie Oakes
Past-President John Edmonds
Vice-President Katie O’Hara
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Secretary Samantha Williams
Membership Patty Davis
Publicity Bea Jenkins
Fundraising Julie Adams
Members at Large Jo-Anne Adams,
Karen Aiken,

Mike Khashmanian,
Barbara Pleva

September 12, 19, 20, 2008
A Spirit Walk

by Mary Delaney, Barb Pleva, Katrina
Pyke & Angela Steyn
Directed by John Edmonds

September 2008
Dates TBA ‘
Auditions for S

The Duffins Creek Sunday School Pageant

Directed by Samantha Williams
Watch your email for more information.

October 5, 2008

Fall Family Festival

Pickering Museum Village

A fun free event for the whole family!
Call 905.683.8401 for more details.

November 2008

Backwoods Workshop!
Details TBA — watch your email!

November 15, 2008

Pickering Christmas Parade

Volunteers needed to walk in the parade
See Backwoods Classifieds on page 6.

December 7, 14, 2008

The Duffins Creek Sunday School Pageant

Directed by Samatha Williams

This charming short play will take place at the Pickering
Museum Village in the chapel three times during each of
Christmas in the Village event days. Admission to the pla|
included with event admission.

=

For information call Mandy Smiles at the PMV,
905.683.8401, or msmiles@cityofpickering.com

It's been several months since John Edmonds hamésdthe
quill pen and inkwell to me as incoming Presidéwt.| pondered
what to write for this Mono-Log, it occurred to rheouldn’t
really do better than to let you know how lucky agve been in
our first two Backwoods Presidents.

Catherine Hodge took on the difficult and challewgiole of first
President and was the driving force toward getBagkwoods up
and running. Along with her Board of Directors, sheded the
group through the hurdles of establishing its Gitutsan,
developing policies, and writing job descriptionst only for
Board positions, but also for production roles sasiproducer,
director, stage manager, etc. She conducted Boaetimys and
was instrumental in devising a Board “retreat” véheswe were
encouraged to dream about our hopes for Backw@its.
represented Backwoods with grace and aplomb atimgsetith
Pickering Museum Village and the City. All this aGdtherine
still managed to act in various productions, helpas assistant
director inA Spirit Walkand cheerfully lend a hand backstage.
Having served her term as President, Catherineaivesys
available as an experienced ear for incoming Peesidohn
Edmonds.

John will always be fondly remembered by Board mersifor his
determination to get the meetings over by 9 pmphias actors,
directors and/or writers, we do have a tendenayaw eloquent
and John reminded us that business comes firstechater. He
reached out to other companies, networked to geft\Baods
known in more areas, and took Backwoods to vensiea@ed as
the Whitevale Time Tour and Canada Blooms. We becawore
active in ACT-CO under his guidance and successfutbhduced a
stage manager workshop that attracted attendemd dits of other
theatre groups. He continued Catherine’s work bg funing the
procedural handbook and establishing important pelcies. He
presided over our one and only fabulous New YeRary - and if
you missed it, well, let's just say it was a oncalifetime event!
Despite his known prowess with an axe, the Backwabed was
erected without mishap and is full to bursting watlr props, sets
and costumes. John joined Backwoods because hblowas
away by his first viewing ofA Spirit Walkand now his passion for
this production in particular, and Backwoods ingah is clear to
all and has resulted in the recruitment of new mensitin fact, if
he adored pantos, he'd be just about perfect!

Wow - two tough acts to follow. All | can promiselyis to do my
very best to live up to the excellent examples @atherine and
John have provided. With the experienced and hamding
tI%oard and the support that all of you in Backwobasge always
ypl)éovided, | am looking forward to a great Backwogdar!
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Donna Culbert, Darlene Tickner, Dianne Fordham, Bealenkins, Julie Oakes

Left to Right: Patty Seaton, Jo-Anne Adams, Christne Withrow, Pam Edmonds,

Backwoods and some PMV volunteers were
pleased to take part in the Whitevale Spring
Festival with the nineteenth century fashion
show “Rural Runway”. In contrast with this
summer’s uncertain weather, the sun shone,
the breezes coyly lifted a skirt or two and
cooled the heated brows of ladies trussed in
several layers of underclothing as well as
fetching frocks. Visitors to the Festival sipped
tea while watching the models sashay across
the stage and then walk around the tables,
affording close-up views of the oultfits. The
show was very well received and the fashion
models agreed it was a pleasant way to
spend the afternoon. Thank you to all who
participated!
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Member-at-Large Heather Lukkarinen has
resigned from the Board for personal reasons.
We wish her well and hope to see her in a
Backwoods production again soon. Welcome to
Mike Khashmanian, who takes her place as
Member-at-Large.

Currently appearing in A Spirit Walk, Mike made
his debut with Backwoods in Whodunit?: It's All
Relative and followed with his turn as Marion in
Whodunit?: The Case of the Novel Death. Mike
writes plays and has acted in several productions
for St. Mark’s Church in Whitby, as well as for the
Borelians in Port Perry.
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Some of the magic &k Spirit Walkcan

be attributed to the gentle glow of
candles in the lanterns and luminaries-
the only source of illumination apart
from the moon and stars. See if you can

throw any light on these trivia questions.
(answers are on page 7)

1. In medieval England, people jumped
over lighted candles as a means of
predicting the future. True or false?

2. To what do most people attribute the
cause of the great Chicago Fire?

3. February 2 is celebrated as Groundhog
Day but which Christian festival pre-
dated this?

4. What handy device did Victorian
fathers use to limit their daughters’
time with a possible swain?

5. How many candles are lit during
Chanukah?

6. Which of these substances have not
been used to make candles?

a) beeswax b) paraffin c) tallow
d) bayberries e) mullein f) whale oil




Mark Slattery and Josh Pesme

Knight Now Knows
What Women Want

(continued from page 1)

Even a dog that was part of the audience at
one show tried to help too, by yapping
furiously at the threatening dragon and dogs.

Finally the wisdom of an old crone (see-we
old crones do have our value) saves the head
of our handsome knight......... but at a price!

Special thanks to Patty Davis for the great

costumes including the dragon outfit, Dianne

Fordham for the glorious painting of the

menacing forest that was part of the set and

Greg Oakes for the ingenious set. Mark Kalzer

ably handled his first role as Producer, while * Robert Bennett

took on the job of Stage Manager. Darryl Peters serenaded the audience wit and Janina Bogusz
great verve as Minstrel both before and during the show.

Congratulations to Sandy Lloyd on her directorial debut. She and the wonderfulcagtitithe play to life so
much better than the writers (Julie Oakes and I) could have imagined. Jeff SkehioiGawain displayed his
gift for comedy as well as real skill in improv. Mark Slattery wasaslytscary as both the Green Knight and

Gillian , Lindy Kentish,
Ariana

the wolf, and
newcomer to
Backwoods,
Josh Pesme,
delighted
audiences as
the dragon and
Sir John.

The royal pair,
Robert Bennett
(King Arthur)
and Janina
Bogusz (Queen

Guinevere)

rovided Jaya Naraine,
gravitas and Samantha Williams,

) Jeff Skelton
humour in

equal

measures, while glamour was ably contributed by ladies-in-waitimdyliKentish and Jaya Naraine. Gillian

and Ariana were so convincing

as dogs that a visiting pooch tried to out-bark themsoheéguibled as pages.

Samantha Williams was truly scary as the Crone and then dazzled the crowd upoambkéarthation”.




Knight Now Knows What Women Want (continued)

The writers also wish to thank dear old Geoffrey Chaucer, upon whose tale of ¢hef\Wdth this play was
based. For a man of his time, Chaucer was surprisingly sympathetic to wonmemghlhe does gently poke
fun at the Wife of Bath, he seems to agree that what women want most is theirestnvsy and that no man
should have complete power over the women in his life. This is modern thinking indeed!

The Knight's Quess the third merry medieval romp in rhyming couplets written by Backwooiisrs: The
next onelLady Audrey’s Secrgis nearly finished and will be presented at Steam Up in May 2009.

Backwoods is known for its original writing; the company is fortunate it lgged number of writers and
especially writers who have a passion for history. Plays sualSagit Walk, Distant Shores: The
Extraordinary War BridestheWhodunits, Settlers At Sungell four episodes!) and these short medieval plays
are good examples of historical research coming alive on stage. Backwolsdskisoavn for welcoming
newcomers with open arms: if you are a closet writer and think you’d like yotryhand at writing a play,

why not contact any Board member and join one of the writing teams?

All'in all, we're very glad to say the play was well-received,
The men now know what women want - they're feeling quite relieved!

Cast and crew
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Proprietor, Barbara Pleva

To my dear fellow residents of Duffins Creek: §
last the soft winds and bright sunlight are upo
us. We have waited so long for the fair maid @
summer to grace us with her presence! We al
endured such a bitter winter, followed by torre
of rain during an agonizing spring, that we are
now cavorting merrily in this all-too-short seas
of bliss. May I invite each of you to visit me
upon my sun-dappled porch, covered in fragra
roses, and enjoy a glass of my famous raspbe
cordial? But now | must turn to important
information to impart to you.

Our esteemetlind-raising chair, the sprightly

‘Jl'.llle Adams, wishes tq Inf.orm all of you that the Drawing by Margaret Jacobs reprinted from "If waitsild talk"
slightly naughty, but still virtuous, calendar by kind permission of Pickering Museum Village Fdation
featuring some of the lovely women of Duffins
Creek is very near to being completed. There|ls

one more daguerreotype session being conduffed,

and she will be communicating with all of us i to

due course about the completion date and pride?df . . i
the calendar. You are welcome to visit the gone out to members by e mail to ascertain what people need fnd

then the dates will be set, likely in November and in February.
General Store to purchase your copy. She algp y y ’

) ) atch your e mail or the City of Pickering website for more details.
wishes to inform you that the Backwoods Play rSnly three months until the Christmas parade! Volunteers are ’

tee-shirts on order (very similar, | am told, t0 | \yanted to walk in the Pickering Christmas parade. Call Mandy

chemises) will soon be ready for pick-up. I:>|ea©05.683.8401 to offer your services.
contact John Edmonds at 905.723.0927 for mgre Online- Since Pickering Museum Village Foundation

information on these garments. launched its website in May 17, 2008, over 850 unique visitors
Mark Kalzer, our young and ebulliemeasurer, have clicked in for a view. In addition to back issues of Pickerifg

reports that the coffers of Backwoods Players faréinction News, you can also find colour copies of
in a robust and satisfactory state, which will
permit us to carry out our next few planned
amusements for the denizens of Duffins Creek

t

Ticket sellers for the Rubber Duckie RACE can be found on

pmvf.ca/RACE.htmlIf you wish to receive your
electronically and save paper and mailing, please inform the

membership chair, offers to inform you that Calling Fashion DivasRural Runwaywill be presented at PMV’s

current membership in our little troupe stands hiFall Family Festival on October 5. If you would like to strut you
99 active souls. She is attempting to send stuff in historical apparel, email Julie_at gcoakesl@idirectimom

dispatches to 56 others who have not been in volunteer. All sizes, shapes, and ages welcome!
attendance at our most recent performances. ew will soon be needed for Backwoods’ December shiogv

gently reminds all members to keep her infor uffins Creek Sundagchool PageantContact Producer Barb

. . leva at 905.509.5184 or Stage Manager Bea Jenkins at
of any changes to your contact information, 905.436.8401for more information.

especially your e mail and telephone numbers

Shed-guru Greg Oakes informs us that it would be prudent to pIy
As of press time, work has not yet begun on tHga coat or two of water seal to the shed this fall. | hear it's a LOJ of
Hotel but we anticipate the construction team’s fun to slap on some sealer...any volunteers? As with most

. o | Backwoods projects, there’s likely coffee and snickerdoodles
arrival any day now. How wondertul it will be t¢ involved! Call Greg at 905.728.6953 if you can help.

welcome the Hotel back as an open building!
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We want to shine the spotlight on our members. Whethr your show is upcoming or closed last month,
we want to hear from you — take a bow!

Ron Getzreports he appeared in the 4th Line Theatre productidheLast Green Hill Director Rob
Winslow likes his villains scruffy, so Ron had to grow a beard, effectivehgadgmself by a decade or
more. He played Walt the Bartender, and had the distinction of being disarmed in foatesepenes...the
very model of ineptitude

Mark Kalzer has just been accepted into Second City’s Conservatory Program.

Cassandra Sclauzerdias just compiled and edited a cookbook of recipes from the 1820s and 1830s as a
fundraising project for the Allan Macpherson House and Park.
The cookbook features recipes for dishes that would have been
popular in the Macpherson home at the time, as well as recipes
for some favourite baked goods and dishes that are served at
modern-day Macpherson House events. The book also features
photos from the museum's collection (some in full-colour!), as
well as excerpts from interviews of museum volunteers. The
cookbooks will go on sale later this summer and will be sold in
select stores in Napanee, as well as in the gift shop at the
Thousand Islands Playhouse in Gananoque.

Dianne Grahamappeared in the chorus #&gsus Christ
Superstarat Uxbridge Music Theatre in July. She reports it was
an uplifting show!

Some of you will recall a Backwoods email sent out asking for

actors for a filmed simulation for medical students at Durham

College.Betty Dubeauanswered the call anpdlayed a sick,

elderly woman in a hospital bed. She had to answer questions from the doctor and nurse abuwgdevhich
turned out to be E-Coli. She thanks Backwoods for the experience, which was mostngteresti

Shari Thorne-Kowalski has joined the ACT-CO Board of Directors and is rep for our theatre compamryg am
others.

Darryl Peters and his folk rock band Deadalus appeared in July at the Thornton Arms.

Mary Delaney andJoe Bezubiakenjoyed their recent run with Cadenz& e Musidvian. One of the
costumers for that show w&#eila Nicholson who is on the PMV Costume Committee. Backwoods assisted
Cadenza with the loan of band uniforms and various props including vintage luggage and the Gliant’s ta

Answers to Just Axe Us!

1. True. If the candle remained burning, it signified brighter times ahead. If the candle blew out, darker days were
believed to be coming. “Jack jumped over the candlestick” was derived from this tradition.
2. Sunday, October 8, 1871 in the early evening, Catherine O'Leary's cow is said to have kicked over
a candle and started the Great Chicago Fire. By Tuesday morning, October 10th, this fire had
reduced the size of Chicago by approximately three and one-third square miles.
3. Candlemas Day. It was the date that all of the new church candles were blessed.
4. The courting candle. When the suitor would come courting, Father would light the candle and
when the candle burned down to the metal holder, courting time was over. If the young man was
rich and showed some promise, Father would raise the candle to give him more time. If he was a
shady looking character, Father would lower the candle and cut his time in half.
Nine
Mullein was not an ingredient in the manufacture of candles-however the tall stalks of this plant were sometimes
dried, dipped in fat and used as crude torches.
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Once again, audiences interrogated suspects, checked alibis,
sifted through the clues, and formulated theories (some nuttier
than others!) while also laughing at the many sly references to
the murder mystery genre and, of course, enjoying their
delicious dinner. The annual Whodunit murder mystery dinner
showcases the considerable improv skills of our actors as well
as raising funds for an excellent cause: the Pickering Museum
Village Foundation’s restoration of the Brougham Central
Hotel.

This year’s director, Barb Pleva, thoroughly
Chris Chew and Karen Aiken enjoyed her “reign”, having cast a wonderful
group of experienced actors, who bonded
right away and settled down to work hard together. Barb’s historical backgrounddetisair
accuracy of the myriad details in creating a period piece like this dne,#83; she gave
the actors lots of background material with which to flesh out the biographies pravithed i
script. Her creative flair in trying a “theatre in the round” approach gadieace members a
close-up on the action. Perhaps her favourite thespian may well have been Moe the Moose
after all, she commented early in the proceedings- Moe never forlystsamd stays where
you block him!

Get All of The Suspects Into The Room
Barb was grateful to her outstanding crew and said Samantha
many times. Dianne Fordham'’s creativity in set Williams
design and Greg Oakes’ practical building skills produced a very
convincing Muskoka lodge, complete with various specimens of
moulting taxidermy (can anyone explain why most of these stuffed
creatures were provided by the vegetarian in the group?). Dianne’s
movie poster and book cover designs lent real 1930s atmosphere.
Although no lighting was required on this production, Joe Davis
cheerfully volunteered to join the running crew and was instrumental in
ferrying the sets and props back
Mike Khasmanian and forth. The running crew of Jo-
and Lindy Kentish Anne Adams, Christine Withrow

and Mary Anne Campbell were a

winning team and the sets went up (and down) in record time. Props

Mistress Pam Edmonds was her usual highly organized self, while

Costume Mistress Helena Turner obtained gorgeous costumes that had

even some of our older audience members asking if they were all vintage

finds (and we all loved the hats!!).

Mentored Assistant Director Darryl Peters gave Barb some valuable amegzsn?e?éiﬁaa? g

creative input and also assisted Stage Manager Ben Korczynski, who

as always, prepared, organized and in fact, Barb’s right hand. Newcomer to Backwiodal Morgan, did a

wonderful job on makeup and Jo-Anne Adams stepped in to do hair and truly got it right. Box iffice w

Sandra Gelbard at the helm went flawlessly and Producer Julie Oakes smootkeeddienps that arose.




Book ‘em, Danno!

The actors created memorable characters and found that elusive baldedegartrayals,

enabling the keener audience sleuths to discover the identity of the murderer. And once

discovered-will anyone forget Daniel Gelbard’s extended death scene? Omeaudember

exclaimed it was her favourite part of the show! Samantha Williams added anolyrer

eccentric character to her flock of quirky portrayals while Patty Seatogeshjhe rare Mark Kalzer
opportunity to be the boss. Mark Kalzer played against type nicely as the “jock
boyfriend, who defended perky Melissa Cadman (Daisy) against all comers.
Chris Chew’s blood phobia convulsed audiences,
Lindy Kentish was convincingly tough, Mike
Khashmanian revealed his inner romantic streak and
John Edmonds could apply to the Toronto Star
tomorrow! Karen Aiken as Elizabeth projected an
aura of calm efficiency until she thought her ex-
flame hated her and then the vulnerability showed.
Madeleine Fordham and Shawn Mears, as movie
stars Daphne and Gregory, brought glamour and displayed a fine knowledge of
mannered 1930s acting styles. Every one of them had something to hide and ye
it all came out.

John Edmonds

It's elementary, my dear Watson - a great cause plus a talented, hardvasrétin
creative cast and production team equals a satisfied audience - eveniitltheir

Patty Seaton and Daniel Gelbard , . . .
grey cells weren’t always right in solving the murder!

The cast and crew, and of course, Moe the Moose!
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Gentle Readers,

Ah! The sweet aroma of lilac
has faded away to be
replaced by the spicy
fragrance of daylilies, and the
bow and bend gently on the
breeze as | put pen to paper
once again to document the
comings and goings of our
tranquil village.

Work shall soon begin on the Temperance Inn at Io}q%

last. The Daughters of Temperance have earned
sufficient funds from bake sales and kissing booth
have the structure stabilized. One must wonder a
creativity of their projects by which monies have

been extracted from the pockets of Duffins Creek

citizens. One must thank the local representatives 0

the Township Council for their support of this just
and worthy cause. I've no shame in standing tall,
crying out that | was in favour of temperance for
Pickering Township! Indeed, had | the vote on the
subject, or had any woman for that matter, we cou
all rest assured that the disparity between yea ang
would not have been so close. Be that as it may, t
side of the white ribbon won out, and this townshiy
dry at last.

Would that more had voted in favour of this noble
crusade. Indeed, Mr. Thompson, who owns the ta
on the %' Concession was not at all in favour of

Temperance, but that man is a gentleman and wishes

the Daughters of Temperance success in their
endeavours. It is not necessary to include that he
believes a dry hotel will fail to turn a profit. Dear
ladies, take heart: tea is the drink that cheers but ¢
not inebriate.

Miss Arabella Miller wed Mr. Amos Munger
Saturday past at the home of her grandparents,
Mr.and Mrs. Edward Miller. The day was glorious,

was the bride in a dress of pale green watered silk.

Her grandmother made the lace veil that demurely
shielded her face until the wedding kiss.

Mr. Munger made a stately appearance in morning coat,
top hat and fine pigskin gray gloves. Mrs. Edward

Miller wore a dress ordered straight from Paris, a rather
over-stylish affair with the enormous bustle now
becoming fashionable on the Continent. A luncheon for
family was held outside in the garden following the
ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. Munger have embarked upon
a honeymoon to view the Rocky Mountains and stay in
Vancouver on the West Coast.

Mr. and Mrs. Horatio Blandings have sold their home

in Duffins Creek, and will travel for the coming

months. Mr. Blandings has developed a desire to return

to the roots of his childhood in England and Scotland.

They plan to move closer to the centre of the Township,

and are having a stately home constructed on the

gston Road east of Church Street. Mrs. Blandings,

owever assures the Daughters of Temperance that she

tﬁlp]l remain as active as ever in her fight against liquor
'd once her new residence is finished, she has

indicated that she will host a meeting of the Duffins

C][eek chapter there.

and

Id
1 nay
he
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There is a voice inside of you
That whispers all day long,
“| feel that this is right for me,
| know thatthisis wrong.”
No teacher, preacher, parent, friend
loes  Or wise man can decide
What's right for you — just listen to
The voice that speaks inside.

vern

as
Shel Silverstein




